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Urine PCR Testing vs. Traditional Culture Testing     
 

 

We are pleased to offer Urine PCR Testing with next-day results, providing faster, more accurate diagnoses 

for your patients. 

Why order this test compared to traditional Urine Cultures? PCR can detect genetic material of pathogens 

even if they are not growing in the sample, unlike urine cultures that require live bacteria for growth. So 

what does this mean for the patients and the physicians treating them? 

Key Benefits: 

 Faster Results: A specimen collected on Thursday can be tested and resulted by Friday, allowing 

patients to start antibiotics immediately, avoiding delays before the weekend. 

 Precise Diagnosis & Treatment: PCR testing identifies specific pathogens and antibiotic resistance 

markers, enabling targeted treatment for better patient outcomes. 

 Antibiotic Resistance Monitoring: Helps reduce unnecessary broad-spectrum antibiotic use, combating 

resistance. Based on these results the final report guides antibiotic therapy. 

 Drug Selection Algorithm: Provides clear guidance on the drugs of choice based on resistance 

profiles. See this information on the top right corner of the second page of the report. 

Insurance Coverage: 

We will work with your facility to ensure insurance reimbursement for Urine PCR Testing, making the 

process as seamless as possible. Medicare provides reimbursement for this testing! If insurance doesn't cover 

the test, the patient’s financial responsibility will be $70.  

For more information on ordering or testing, contact Nicole at nleger@thepathlab.com or 337.312.1256.  

 

See the attached copy of the report. 
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